In their recent article, Shimoda et al (5) reported the occurrence of retinal atrophy in albino mice induced by quinolone. They stated, &dquo;Few reports have dealt with morphologic changes induced by drug phototoxicity; in particular, we are aware of no studies concerning retinal changes&dquo; (p. 555).
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We would like to bring to your attention that 10 yr ago, we noticed retinopathy, similar to that described by Shimoda et al., in albino rats fed with shoots of Pituranthos triradiatus (P.T.) (4), which is a common perennial in the Negev Desert of Israel.
Investigation of our group showed that the branches contain various furocumarins in considerable amounts (0.6-1.7% on dry weight basis). The major furocumarins in shoots were isopimpinellin, bergapten, isoimperatorin, imperatorin, and pimpinellin (2, 3) . In our experiments, albino rats were fed 1 g/day dried ground shoots of P.T. mixed in food, for 10 days. Only the group of rats exposed to sunlight, in contrast to the group of rats kept in the shade, developed erythema, ulceration, and deformation of the ears and erythema of the periorbital and the tip of tail (4).
Histology of the eyes revealed changes confined to the posterior pole of the retina and consisted of areas of atrophy of the external retinal layers. In these areas, the retinal pigmented epithelium and the laver of rods and cones were absent. The choriocapillaris was also missing. The outer nuclear layer was reduced to a single layer of degenerating cells with pyknotic nuclei or had disappeared completely. There was no outer plexiform layer and. focally, the inner and outer nuclear layers were fused. Toward the periphery, the retina gradually acquired normal width. Vacuolization appeared in the inner retinal layers (i.e., gangelion cell layer). We raised the possibility that the photodynamic agent reaches the external retinal layers via the choriocapillaris and is then activated and turned into destructive substance for the retinal cells under the effect of sunlight. In another experiment (4) with P.T., we confirmed the particular susceptibility of the retina of albino rats versus albino mice, guinea pigs, and pigmented rabbits. However, feeding P.T. to ducks, which were also exposed to sunlight, caused atrophy of the iris sphincter papillary muscle associated with ectropium uvea (1) .
